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HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

CONSTITUTION PREAMBLE

Vision Statement:

We, as a regional Roman Catholic School, will build a deeply Christian environment to enrich the lives of students, faculty and parents so that they can more fully believe and live gospel values as a part of the Roman Catholic tradition.

Mission Statement:

The purpose of our Catholic school is to provide excellence in education – both spiritually and academically – for the whole person, thereby nourishing the gifts uniquely given to each by God Himself.  This purpose will be achieved in partnership with staff, students, parents and the whole faith community for the enrichment of all.

ARTICLE I.

TITLE

Section 1.
The name of this body shall be the Holy Family Catholic School Advisory 

Council.
ARTICLE II.

NATURE AND FUNCTION

Section 1.
In accordance with Diocesan policies and regulations, the School Advisory Council is a consultative body, which gives advice and makes recommendations to the Principal and the Pastors of the school.  It makes no decision on, of, or by its own authority.

Section 2.
This Advisory Council shall exercise general educational policy making and financial responsibility for Holy Family Catholic School, always in conformity with the policies and regulations of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Boise, and those of the parishes of St. Thomas, St. Pius X and St. George’s.

Section 3.
The School Advisory Council, acting as a single body, may also be consulted by the Pastors as part of their process of annual review and evaluation of the Principal’s leadership and administration.

Section 4.
This Advisory Council has no responsibility to deal with school personnel issues other than as mentioned in Article II, Section 3 of this Constitution.

ARTICLE III.

MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.
Members of the Advisory Council with voting power shall be ten appointed lay representatives, with preferably three members from each of the three parishes and one member who is a parent of a current or future Holy Family Catholic School student at the time of his or her appointment.  It shall be permissible upon approval of the Pastors, to change the number of members from each parish to be appointed, if the need should arise.

Section 2.
Each lay member of the School Advisory Council shall serve a term of three years.

Section 3.
No lay member shall serve more than two consecutive terms, that is, six years.

Section 4.
Any member of the three parishes, 18 years of age or older, shall be eligible to become a lay member of the Advisory Council representing his or her respective parish.

Section 5.
Any parent, 18 years of age or older, of a current or future Holy Family Catholic School student shall be eligible to become the lay member-at-large of the Advisory Council representing school parents.

Section 6.
Dual Advisory Council memberships for spouses shall not be allowed.

Section 7.
The Nominating Committee shall publish a notice of any vacant School Advisory Council position for two consecutive weeks to:  (1) all school parents via the family packet or by other means, and (2) all members of the three parishes via the church bulletins.  Names of all interested persons will then be submitted to the Pastors.

Section 8.
Appointment of lay voting members of this Advisory Council shall be made by the Pastors meeting as a body.

ARTICLE IV.

OFFICERS

Section 1.
The officers of this Advisory Council shall consist of a president, a vice-president, and a secretary.

Section 2.
Officers shall serve a one-year term, commencing on July 1 and ending on June 30 of the following year.

Section 3.
No member shall hold the same office for more than two consecutive terms, that is, two years.

Section 4.
Only the lay members of the Advisory Council shall be eligible for office.

Section 5.
The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

(a) The President shall preside at all regular and special meetings of the Advisory Council.  The President, working with the Principal, shall plan Advisory Council meetings, appoint all Advisory Council committees (which may be comprised of School Advisory Council members and/or appointees other than School Advisory Council members), and see that committees function properly.

(b) The Vice-President shall carry out the duties of the President in the event that the latter is temporarily unable to fulfill the presidential duties.

(c) The Secretary shall be responsible for the preparation and keeping of the official minutes of all regular and special Advisory Council meetings and for any further duties that may be assigned at some future date.

ARTICLE V.

MEETINGS

Section 1.
All Advisory Council meetings shall be open to the public.

Section 2.
The Advisory Council shall meet regularly, as specified by the Bylaws.

Section 3.
At times, it may be necessary to call a special meeting of the Advisory Council.  This may be done by the President or by the Principal after consulting with the available Pastors and with their approval, or if may be called by the Pastors.

Section 4.
At times it may be necessary for the Advisory Council to go into Executive Session.  Non-Advisory Council members shall leave the Advisory Council meeting for the duration of the Executive Session.
Section 5.
It is the goal of this Advisory Council, and its subcommittees, to reach consensus on all decisions.

ARTICLE VI.

DISPUTES

Section 1.
The three parishes supporting Holy Family Catholic School, recognizing the need for clarification in the event of a disagreement of the three pastors of the parishes affiliated with this school in matters involving interpretation and implementation of a policy or procedure, agree that a majority decision of the three pastors will determine the resolution to any dispute and will be binding.

Section 2.
This determination will be subject to an appeal by the minority party or by any party in the event of an abstention of one or more of the pastors that results in either a split decision or majority vote of one.  The appeal proceeding shall be directed to the Bishop or his delegate, and his decision shall be binding on the school and the three parishes.

ARTICLE VII.

AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended by two-thirds of the voting members voting at a regular meeting, the amendment having been presented in writing and discussed at the preceding regular meeting.

ARTICLE VIII.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Constitution shall go into effect when approved by the three pastors.

Dated this ____ day of ____________________, 2001.
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Pastor of St. Thomas
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Pastor of St. Pius X






____________________________






Pastor of St. George’s

